
  SECTION 5A 

STRENGTHENING FAMILIES THROUGH EARLY CARE 
AND EDUCATION 
 
The Office of Early Childhood became part of the Children’s Division February 
2004.  In September 2004, the Children’s Division reorganized creating an Early 
Childhood and Prevention Services Section.  The incorporation of the Office of 
Early Childhood, which includes dedicated funding streams and established 
programs addressing early childhood care and education, allowed the Children’s 
Division for the first time to begin addressing prevention in a meaningful, 
strategic way utilizing the early care and education system as a vehicle to reach 
large numbers of families with very young children with prevention efforts. 
 
Missouri was one of seven states selected, of the 27 states that applied, by the 
Center for the Study of Social Policy to participate in the national “Strengthening 
Families through Early Care and Education” Initiative.  Selection was based on 
the application and the recognition that Missouri has both strong early childhood 
and child welfare infrastructures to support the initiative and a long history of 
innovative leadership in both areas.   
 
The Strengthening Families model utilizes early childhood care and education 
programs as a vehicle to systematically reach large numbers of families with very 
young children with prevention efforts.  The Strengthening Families model is 
based on incorporating 5 protective factors, known to reduce incidences of child 
abuse and neglect, into early childhood care and education programs.  The five 
protective factors are: 
 

• Parental Resilience 
• Social Connections 
• Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development 
• Concrete Support in Times of Need 
• Social and Emotional Competence of Children 

 
Missouri is currently in the beginning stages of development of this initiative.  The 
goals are to incorporate these protective factors to the extent possible in 
Missouri’s early childhood programs and to create better linkages between 
Missouri’s early childhood and child welfare systems through cross training and 
joint initiatives, ultimately creating a strong statewide system of prevention 
services. 
 
 


